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2022 FORUM ON NEW APPROACHES TO 
COUNTERING CORRUPTION ACROSS SECTORS 
November 30 – December 1, 2022 

Chemonics is excited to convene key stakeholders across sectors to raise awareness of the human cost of 
corruption, share challenges and best practices to overcome corruption, and identify opportunities for further 
collaboration and research during this two-day virtual forum.  

The Forum will bring together development practitioners, donors, 
and academics who are working to overcome the obstacles to 
sustainable progress created by corrupt practices and institutions 
to varying degrees in every country and every sector of 
development where USAID, Chemonics, and our partners around 
the world are pushing for meaningful changes that improve 
people’s lives. The Forum will help us identify, sharpen, and share 
the tools and approaches that are most effective for sectoral 
programs where corruption is undermining progress on 
development objectives and mitigating their impact.  

Using virtual spaces to foster global collaboration. The Forum 
will use the Remo.co virtual conference platform to maximize the 
opportunities for engagement and interaction across the audience, 
speakers, and event organizers. The panels and presentations on 
the agenda will be on the event Main Stage. In addition, Forum 
participants will be able to find colleagues with common interests in 
Discussion Rooms where they can gather around virtual tables, 
and where panelists and speakers will be able to continue 
discussions, answer questions, and connect with audience members immediately after the sessions on the Main 
Stage.  

Agenda and Speakers 
DAY 1: NOVEMBER 30, 2022  
8 – 8:30 a.m.  
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 

Moderator 
Neil Levine, Certified Professional Coach and Consultant, Levine Strategies  
Neil Levine is a Certified Professional Coach with over 25 years of experience in advising 
individuals and groups on setting the conditions for success. He brings a passion for 
creating and leading high-performance teams, focused on unlocking individual creativity 
and enhancing institutional performance. 

USAID RESOURCES ON 
ANTI-CORRUPTION 

One of the main inspirations for this 
Forum was the work being done by 
USAID’s Anti-Corruption Task Force to 
develop these new approaches to 
countering corruption. More information 
and foundational documents on USAID’s 
new approach to anti-corruption include: 
• Resources on Anti-Corruption 
• USAID’s Guide to Countering 

Corruption Across Sectors 
•  USAID Global Health Anti-Corruption 

Technical Integration Handbook 
• Dekleptification Guide: Seizing 

Windows of Opportunity to Dismantle 
Kleptocracy 

https://live.remo.co/e/2022-forum-on-countering-corrupt
https://www.usaid.gov/anti-corruption/resources
https://www.usaid.gov/documents/usaid-guide-countering-corruption-across-sectors
https://www.usaid.gov/documents/usaid-guide-countering-corruption-across-sectors
https://www.usaid.gov/documents/usaid-global-health-anti-corruption-integration-handbook
https://www.usaid.gov/documents/usaid-global-health-anti-corruption-integration-handbook
https://www.usaid.gov/anti-corruption/dekleptification
https://www.usaid.gov/anti-corruption/dekleptification
https://www.usaid.gov/anti-corruption/dekleptification


 

Speaker  
Tomas Bridle, Senior Global Practice Lead, Democracy & Governance, Chemonics 
International 
Tomas Bridle has more than 20 years of experience designing and implementing 
democracy and governance projects world-wide. Tomas joined Chemonics from USAID 
where he served as the Senior Advisor at the Center of Excellence for Democracy, Human 
Rights and Governance (DRG). At DRG, Tomas supported the design and implementation 
of programs in anti-corruption and accountability, elections, civil society engagement, 

gender and youth policies, political economy assessments, political reform, legislative capacity, and support to 
municipal and local governments. He authored the USAID Policy on Legislative Strengthening and subsequently 
supported program designs on budget oversight, transparency, and accountability for USAID missions in Serbia, 
Ukraine, Burkina Faso and Ethiopia. 

 
8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
Countering Corruption Across Sectors: New Directions for USAID and Implementers 
USAID’s Anti-Corruption Task Force (ACTF) is leading a change in USAID policy and programming that 
recognizes that corruption is not only a political or economic issue but has become a “fundamental constraint” to 
achieving critical development objectives in health, education, economic growth, climate change, humanitarian 
assistance, and other sectors in many countries where USAID works. Effective efforts to counter corruption 
require an integrated and cross-sectoral approach at all stages of program assessment, design, implementation, 
and evaluation. ACTF Deputy Director Jennifer Lewis will discuss USAID’s new thinking about corruption and the 
implications of this integrated approach for USAID programs, implementing partners, and countries struggling with 
corruption challenges.  

Moderator  
Tomas Bridle, Senior Global Practice Lead, Democracy & Governance, Chemonics 
International 
  
 

 

Speaker 
Jennifer Lewis, Deputy, Programs, Anti-Corruption Task Force (ACTF), USAID 
Jennifer Lewis is a senior anti-corruption, democracy, and governance expert with over 24 
years of experience designing, leading, and implementing development programs and 
policy around the world. She currently serves as Deputy Director for Programs of USAID’s 
Anti-Corruption Task Force, where she provides senior leadership on efforts to elevate, 
strengthen, and integrate anti-corruption efforts across USAID and to rejuvenate anti-
corruption programming and policy engagement. She serves as USAID's representative to 

the Open Government Partnership, Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative, and the World Bank’s Global 
Partnership for Social Accountability, as well as Co-Chair of the OECD/DAC’s Anti-Corruption Task Team. 

9:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
Break 
 
9:45 – 10 a.m. 
International Voices: Integrity Icons from Accountability Lab 



 

Accountability Lab has developed a reputation for innovative and engaging anti-corruption programming. 
Executive Director Blair Glencorse will present video highlights from their “Integrity Icon” TV shows, which seek 
out and celebrate government officials who demonstrate accountability and honesty even in very corrupt 
environments. Their stories are not only personally inspiring, but the strategy of “naming and faming” positive 
examples helps to change cultural expectations and norms that corruption is inevitable and unstoppable. 
Accountability Lab will also screen Integrity Icon videos in its virtual room on the Remo.co platform throughout the 
Forum.  

Host 
Blair Glencorse, Executive Director, Accountability Lab 
Blair Glencorse is Executive Director of the Accountability Lab – which makes governance 
work for people around the world. Blair and his team have done everything from building 
large-scale socially conscious music campaigns in Nigeria; to monitoring and improving 
public services in Pakistan; to running a global TV show called Integrity Icon to “name and 
fame” honest government officials. Blair is also an expert on anti-corruption with the World 

Economic Forum; a member of the World Bank’s Expert Advisory Council on Citizen Engagement; and is the Co-
Chair of the C20 Anti-Corruption Working Group, advising the G20 on issues of anti-corruption on behalf of global 
civil society. Blair speaks and writes regularly on issues of open governance, citizen participation and 
governance. 

10 – 11:15 a.m. 
Economic Growth and Anti-Corruption: Foundations for Ukrainian Recovery and Reconstruction 
Economic growth is the necessary foundation for Ukraine’s post-war reconstruction and recovery. Widespread 
corruption would undermine that growth and discourage much needed international support. This panel highlights 
two USAID projects focused on economic growth – one that helps SMEs and business startups become more 
competitive in domestic and international markets and another that promotes reforms and productivity in Ukraine’s 
agricultural economy. The panel will feature remarks from a representative of Ukraine’s High Anti-Corruption 
Court as part of a cross-sectoral discussion on the legal and economic conditions needed for preventing 
corruption from undermining economic recovery. 

Introduction  
Tanya Dudka, Senior Vice President, Europe & Eurasia, Chemonics International 
Tetyana Dudka joined Chemonics in 2009 and brings more than 20 years of experience 
leading and supporting development programs in Europe and Eurasia, with a technical 
focus on market systems development, institutional reforms, public-private partnerships, 
and investment and trade promotion. Tetyana served as a chief of party and deputy chief of 
party for Chemonics’ Local Investment and National Competitiveness project and as a 

senior project management advisor on Chemonics’ Strengthening Tuberculosis Control, both in Ukraine. Her 
success in these field office roles brought her to the home office to serve as a project management director in late 
2013, and later as the operations director for the Europe and Eurasia region. 

Moderator  
Jodi Vittori, Professor of Practice and Global Politics and Security Concentration Co-
Chair, Georgetown University and Non-resident scholar at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace 
Jodi Vittori is an expert on the linkages of corruption, state fragility, illicit finance, and US 
national security. She is Professor of Practice and co-chair of the Global Politics and 
Security program at Georgetown University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service and a non-
resident fellow with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Before joining the 



 

Georgetown University faculty, she was the US Research and Policy Manager for Transparency International’s 
Defense and Security Program and a senior policy advisor for Global Witness. Jodi also served in the U.S. Air 
Force, advancing to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel; her overseas service included Afghanistan, Iraq, South 
Korea, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain, and was assigned to NATO’s only counter-corruption 
task force. 

Panelist 
Olesya Zaluska, Chief of Party, USAID/Ukraine Competitive Economy Program (CEP) 
Olesya has considerable experience in management positions in business development, 
investment, and strategy at international companies and governmental policy design. 
Having a law degree and being a Stanford Center for Professional Development graduate, 
Olesya is a digital transformation expert and women empowerment advocate. Throughout 
her career, Olesya worked in both business and public sectors, including leading roles at 

Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine, State Agency for Investment and National Projects of 
Ukraine, PwC Ukraine, and GiZ. 

Panelist  
Kseniya Sydorkina, Chief of Party, USAID/Ukraine Agriculture Growing Rural 
Opportunities (AGRO) Activity  
Prior to her current assignment, Kseniya worked on USAID ARDS (Agriculture and Rural 
Development) project and on projects related to local economic development, business 
competitiveness, and foreign investment attraction. Kseniya has a broad range of 
experience from supporting implementation of local systems development strategies to 
establishing and managing reform teams embedded within national governments. She has 

over 15 years of professional experience in consulting and project management within the public and private 
sectors in the former Soviet Union and the Balkans, where she has managed diverse international teams in multi-
cultural environments. 

Panelist 
Markivan Halabala, Judge of the Ukrainian High Anticorruption Court (HACC) 
Markiyan Halabala has experience representing high-profile cases before the International 
Criminal Court and is an experienced legal expert in the non-governmental sector (judicial 
reform, vetting of public officials, anti-corruption), of cooperation with international projects 
run by the USAID, EU. He has collaborated with international projects run by USAID and 
the EU concerning judicial reform, vetting of public officials, and anti-corruption. In 2014-

2015 he was the Deputy Head of the Interim Special Commission for Vetting (Lustration) of Judges. He was 
appointed as a judge of the High Anti-corruption Court in 2019. 

 
11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
“The Elephant in the Room:” Wildlife, Mining, and Energy  
Illicit wildlife trafficking, illegal mining, the destruction of protected environments for agricultural or industrial 
purposes, and the manipulation of dysfunctional energy markets are very often products of political systems 
where there is little regulation of public resources or controlled by political elites connected to transnational or 
even global kleptocratic networks. This session brings together experts in wildlife trafficking, environmental crime, 
and energy markets to discuss both similarities and differences in how corruption manifests in these sectors and 
how it can be addressed effectively. 



 

Introduction  
Victoria Cooper, Senior Vice President, East and Southern Africa, Chemonics 
International 
Victoria is a proven public policy and administration expert with more than 30 years of 
experience designing and managing complex development projects in Africa for USAID, 
DFID, and the World Bank. Previously the chief of party of the USAID Digital Liberia and e-
Governance Capacity Building Activity, she has demonstrated expertise in designing 
governance and institutional strengthening frameworks and developing public sector 

policies. Through her work on more than 10 donor-funded projects in Ghana, the Gambia, Liberia, Rwanda, and 
Sierra Leone, she has spearheaded capacity building and reform in more than 85 ministries, agencies, and 
commissions across sub-Saharan Africa. 

Moderator  
Edward Hoyt, Director, Water, Energy & Sustainable Cities Practice, Chemonics 
International  
Prior to joining Chemonics, Edward was a principal consultant with Abt Associates and 
Nexant, and earlier was a co-founder of Econergy, a diversified clean energy company 
publicly traded on London’s Alternative Investment Market. He is an economist with more 
than 25 years of experience in energy and development, including leadership roles on 
USAID programs in Central America and West Africa supporting investment in clean 

energy businesses and projects. He has worked on policy and program design and implementation, as well as 
project development and investment, in renewable energy, energy efficiency, biofuels, carbon markets, and power 
sector reform. 

Panelist 
Amanda Cabrejo le Roux, Environmental Crime Specialist, Basel Institute on 
Governance  
Amanda Cabrejo le Roux is the Environmental Crime Specialist within the Green 
Corruption team at the Basel Institute on Governance. Previously, Amanda worked for 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as an Environmental Law Expert 
where she supported the implementation of the Montevideo V Programme, a 10-year 
intergovernmental programme on strengthening environmental rule of law worldwide. 

She also supported UNEP’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in the development and implementation of 
projects in environmental law and governance. Amanda was previously an Associate Legal Officer in UNEP’s Law 
Division at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. She was the Law Division thematic focal point on environmental 
crime, advising on related strategies, projects, and partnerships worldwide.  

Panelist 
Matthew Mendis, Managing Director, Energy, Chemonics International  
Matthew S. Mendis is a clean energy, environment, and finance expert with more than 35 
years of experience in more than 45 developing countries. Initially, Matthew spent 10 years 
of his career at the World Bank, including pioneering innovative financing mechanisms for 
small-scale energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives. Subsequently, he founded 
and grew Alternative Energy, Development, Inc., then merged it with International 

Resources Group (IRG/Engility), where he was corporate vice president for the Energy & Environmental 
Management Division. He also served as a senior consultant and program manager for the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) on their Asia Least-Cost Greenhouse Gas Abatement Strategy Program.  
 



 

Panelist 
Tawanda Gosa, Chief Technical Advisor, USAID/Southern Africa VukaNow  
 

Respondent 
Jennifer Lewis, Deputy, Programs, Anti-Corruption Task Force (ACTF), USAID 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12:30 – 1 p.m.  
Break for Lunch  
  
1 – 2:15 p.m. 
Local actors and partnerships as drivers of sustainable impact 
Sectoral efforts to fight corruption succeed when they create networks of integrity that bring together unlikely allies 
with common objectives and incentives. The projects highlighted in this panel are from two different parts of the 
world – the Balkans and South America – and combine technical support and network building, partnerships with 
the private sector, and local community engagement in broad-based anticorruption efforts. 
  

Introduction 
Peter Vaz, Senior Local Governance Advisor, Chemonics International 
Dr. Peter Vaz is a local governance and capacity building specialist with more than 20 
years of experience in decentralization, multi-sectoral governance, local government 
transformation, and institutional capacity-building. He joined the Chemonics’ Democracy 
and Governance Practice from a recent field assignment in Vietnam where he served as 
chief of party for the USAID Strengthening Provincial Capacity Activity. As chief of party for 

the Women’s Justice and Empowerment Initiative in South Africa, Peter managed the upgrading and expansion of 
rape care management centers and provided institutional support to the National Prosecuting Authority to sustain 
the centers. From 1996 to 2010, he supported South Africa’s decentralization and local government 
transformation process. 

Moderator  
Chris Marshall, Chief of Party, FCDO Western Balkans Rule of Law Initiative 
Chris currently serves as team leader on the UK Government's Foreign, Commonwealth & 
Development Office-funded Western Balkans Rule of Law Initiative, a highly adaptive 
transparency & accountability and criminal justice program working across each of the 
Western Balkans 6. Chris is a lawyer by background and has worked on many aspects of 
criminal, civil, and commercial justice as well as on administrative, regulatory, and criminal 

justice responses to corruption and illicit financial flows. He has extensive experience working in politically 
complex, fragile, and post-conflict environments and has worked across East and South Asia as well as Sub-
Saharan Africa and Europe. 



 

Panelist  
Paola Barragan, Chief of Party, USAID/Peru Transparent Public Investment (TPI) 
Paola Barragan is a governance, transparency, and rule of law expert with 26 years of 
experience. She has experience leading complex international donor-funded transparency, 
justice, anticorruption, and institutional-strengthening projects in Latin America and Africa. 
As a four-time USAID chief of party (DRC, Colombia, El Salvador and now Peru), Barragan 
has led, implemented, and delivered democracy and governance programs. She has also 

led World Bank, IDB and United Nations projects in the Sahel, Liberia, South Sudan, Burundi, Bolivia, Honduras, 
and Ecuador, where she developed strong relationships with a wide range of actors from diverse cultural, 
geographic, economic, political, and social contexts in seventeen countries. 

Panelist 
Jacquelyn Williams-Bridgers, Chief of Party, USAID Serbia Improving Public 
Procurement 
Jacquelyn is a leader of public sector reforms and good governance initiatives with over 25 
years of experience in evaluation, audit and investigation of public and private sector 
programs and operations. She has advised leaders of governments and parliamentarians in 
Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe, and South America to construct policy, legislative, regulatory, 
investigative and governance reforms and strategies. Jacquie has led three USAID 

anticorruption projects in the Philippines and Serbia and currently is Deloitte Consulting LLP’s Chief of Party for 
USAID Serbia’s Improving Public Procurement project.  

Panelist 
Kreshnik Kurtishi, Component Lead, USAID/Kosovo Economic Growth Activity 
Kreshnik Kurtishi is a legal and regulatory expert and manager with over 15 years of 
experience supporting the Government of Kosovo with the development of a sustainable 
legal and regulatory environment that fosters private sector led economic growth. 
Throughout his career, he has supported efforts aimed at developing a business enabling 
environment in a variety of areas, including business registration and company law, 
permitting and licensing, business inspections, construction permitting reform, construction 

legalization, public financial management, and public procurement. He has also supported the structuring and 
launching of Public Private Partnership (PPP) transactions aimed at attracting private investment into the Kosovo 
economy in areas such tourism, transportation, road infrastructure and other public services and infrastructure. 

Panelist 
Nora Kokaj, Economic Policy and Public Financial Management Advisor, 
USAID/Kosovo Economic Growth Activity 
Nora Kokaj is an applied economist experienced in economic policy research, public 
financial management, and tax policy and administration. She currently leads the public 
financial management improvement component of the Chemonics-implemented USAID 
Kosovo Economic Governance Activity. She previously served as an economic policy 
officer for the European Union Office in Kosovo, as well as an economist for the Kosovo 

Ministry of Finance, where she contributed to the development of the bi-annual macro-fiscal framework, and 
supported negotiations with the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and other international financial 
institutions for financing agreements. 

 



 

Respondent  
David Jacobstein, DCHA/DRG Foreign Policy, Coordination and Integration Team, 
USAID 
David Jacobstein serves as a Democracy Specialist in the Policy Coordination and 
Integration Division of the Democracy, Human Rights, and Governance Center, where he 
focuses on issues of capacity development, systems thinking, political economy, and cross-
sectoral integration. Previously, he worked for Pact and the American Bar Association 
supporting civil society strengthening and rule of law programming across Africa, Europe, 

and Asia.  

2:15 – 3:30 p.m.  
Best Practices to Safeguard Supply Chains Integrity 
This panel focuses on supply chains in the health and education sectors, with an emphasis on identification and 
of the root causes, incentives, and approaches/best practices to increase supply chain integrity in book and health 
supply chains. Both sectors experience corruption leakage of commodities (books or medicines), non-transparent 
procurement practices, loss of revenue, and diversion of assets. Panelists will explore how international 
organizations can better work with governments and local partners to strengthen processes and systems that  

Moderator 
Melissa Logan Chief Ethics and Compliance Officer, Chemonics International  
Melissa Logan has more than 20 years of experience as a development strategist and 
executive at Chemonics. She has served on Chemonics’ executive team for more than a 
decade — as senior vice president of the Supply Chain Solutions division, the Southern 
Africa region, and the Knowledge, Communication, and Technology division. Melissa has 
designed, implemented, and integrated multi-sectoral programs to increase innovation, 

collaboration, and impact across social and economic development programs around the world. She served as 
chief of party on a rural development project in El Salvador, which increased economic growth through policy 
reform and institutional capacity building.  

Panelist 
Derreck Kayongo, Co-Founder, Africa Mbele 
Dr. Derreck Kayongo is the founder of the Global Soap Project, a humanitarian aid 
organization that collects discarded and unused soap from thousands of hotels worldwide, 
reprocesses it, then distributes it to communities that need it around the world. Derreck’s 
passion for helping others and commitment to innovative thinking led him to the role of 
CEO of the National Center for Civil and Human Rights. Most recently, he Co-founded 

Africa Mbele (Swahili for Forward) an organization whose principal purpose is to get the 4.7 million new Africans 
in the Diaspora to organize, educate and advocate for New US policy aimed at mitigating wealth flight out of 
Africa and redirecting that wealth into key projects that will effect economic change on a large scale. 

Panelist 
Ladi Stephen, Angola Country Director, GHSC-PSM, Chemonics International  
Ladi Stephen is a public health supply chain system strengthening specialist, pharmacist, 
and certified project manager with more than 16 years of experience in healthcare supply 
chain development in sub-Saharan Africa on malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, maternal & 
child health, and essential medicines programs. Ladi also has technical experience 
designing capacity building programs including applying the Human Centered Design 

approach, public-private partnership initiatives, health commodities quantification, international procurement for 
health commodities, project grant negotiations, and supply chain technical strategy development. She previously 



 

served as country director for Pharmaceutical Systems Africa in Nigeria, representing the organization on the 
board of People that Deliver. 

Panelist  
Laura Harrington, Director of Learning, USAID/Rwanda Soma Umenye  
Laura Harrington is the current monitoring and evaluation manager on the Global Health 
Supply Chain Program-Technical Assistance Francophone Task Order and former 
monitoring, evaluation, and learning (MEL) director of Chemonics’ ACCELERE! activity in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. She has over 15 years of experience managing a 
wide range of projects from agribusiness, trade, public health, and microfinance before 

finding her passion in education and literacy 5 years ago. As MEL Director she has facilitated information sharing 
for TLM procurement and delivery and developed tools to facilitate planning of TLM distribution. She has led the 
development of an internal TLM supply chain toolkit for Chemonics’ education business development and projects 
as well as reviewed the distribution module of the Global Book Alliance’s Book Supply Chain training material.  

Panelist  
Laura Conrad, Senior Advisor, Foundational Educational Skills, USAID Center for 
Education 
Laura Conrad is a foundational education skills specialist with expertise in literacy, 
numeracy, and SEL instruction in the primary school years. She started her career as a 
classroom teacher in Washington, DC teaching kindergarten and fourth grade. She has 
worked as an implementing partner on USAID-funded early grade reading and basic 
education programs in Liberia, Pakistan, Malawi, Rwanda, and Zambia. Laura provides 

technical assistance across USAID's foundational skills portfolio, and she serves as the Senior Advisor to the 
Global Book Alliance, supporting work that aims to strengthen book supply chains to improve access, 
accessibility, and use of books in languages children know and use. 

Respondent  
Xavier Tomsej, Supply Chain Lead, USAID Office of the Assistant Administrator for 
Global Health 
Xavier's current portfolio includes overseeing USAID's Global Health Supply Chain 
procurements, policy advisory and communication on supply chain matters, and Supply 
Chain risk optimization. His experience in global supply chains spans multiple industries 
and continents, from automobile and chemicals to international development working on 
USAID's Global Health supply chain programs for the past 16 years. 

3:30 – 3:45 p.m.  
End of the Day Summary and Reflections 

DAY 2: DECEMBER 1, 2022   

8 – 8:15 a.m.  
Opening Remarks  

Speaker 
Neil Levine, Certified Professional Coach and Consultant, Levine Strategies  
  

 
 
 
 



 

8:15 – 9:15 a.m.  
Why Everyone Working in Fragile and Conflict-Affected Contexts Should Be Thinking About Corruption  
The Corruption, Justice & Legitimacy Program is a recognized leader and innovator in the study of corruption and 
anticorruption efforts. Their work brings focused attention on corruption, not just as a manifestation of institutions 
and laws, but of systemic norms and individual behaviors that interact to shape the manifestations of corruption, 
offering implementers and donors ways to shape those norms and behaviors. The Program will present a 
fascinating new paper on the relationship between fragility, corruption, and assistance that identifies four ways 
that corruption undercuts success and exacerbates fragility or conflict and offers guidance to donors and 
implementers on how to improve outcomes. 

Moderator  
Neil Levine, Certified Professional Coach and Consultant, Levine Strategies  
 

 

 

 
Speaker  
Cheyanne Scharbatke-Church, Co-director, Corruption, Justice & Legitimacy 
Program 
Cheyanne Scharbatke-Church is a scholar-practitioner with a lifelong interest in 
governance processes that have run amuck. She has significant experience working on 
issues related to peacebuilding, governance, accountability and learning across the 
Balkans and West and East Africa. For fifteen years, Cheyanne taught program design, 
monitoring and evaluation in fragile contexts at the Fletcher School. Prior to that she was 

the Director of Evaluation for Search for Common Ground and Director of Policy at INCORE.  

Speaker 
Diana Chigas, Co-director, Corruption, Justice & Legitimacy Program 
Diana Chigas has worked with governmental and non-governmental organizations on 
systemic conflict analysis, and strategic planning, reflection, and evaluation to improve the 
impact of peace programming. Diana has over 25 years of experience as a facilitator and 
consultant in negotiation and conflict resolution, as well as an advisor and evaluator of 
social change programming in conflict-affected countries, including in the Balkans, East 

Africa, South Africa, El Salvador, and Cyprus, as well as with organizations such as the OSCE and the United 
Nations.  

9:15 – 10:30 a.m.  
How Corruption Undermines Humanitarian Assistance and Program Effectiveness in Fragile and Conflict Affected 
States  
Continuing the discussion on fragility, conflict and humanitarian assistance, this panel focuses on humanitarian 
assistance and the strategies that prevent corruption in the delivery of humanitarian assistance in conflict and 
post-conflict environments.  



 

Introduction 
Melissa Gasmi, Senior Vice President, Middle East & North Africa, Chemonics 
International  
Melissa Gasmi joined Chemonics in 2007 and brings more than 20 years of experience 
managing complex international development programs. Melissa served as team leader for 
Chemonics’ Tunisia Tax and Customs Reform Activity in Tunisia, chief of party for 
Chemonics’ Asia and the Middle East Economic Growth Best Practices project, and 
program manager and deputy program manager of the global USAID Financial Sector 

Knowledge Sharing project. Prior to Chemonics, she was a program officer with Grameen Foundation USA and 
Philippines Country Representative for Innovations for Poverty Action. Her expertise includes mobilizing finance 
for development, public financial management, and forging public private sector partnerships. 

Moderator 
Sahar Tabaja, Peace, Stability & Transitions Lead, Chemonics International  
Sahar Tabaja is a conflict specialist with more than 15 years of experience designing and 
managing stabilization, governance, P/CVE, and peacebuilding programs in the Middle 
East. Her work has focused on exploring how youth, women, civil society, and local actors 
can positively change governance practices, alter conflict systems, and enable societal 
peace in fragile environments. Sahar joined Chemonics as stabilization technical advisor 

with USAID’s Lebanon Community Support Program and now serves as the peace, stability, and transition 
practice lead. Before joining Chemonics, she worked as an independent consultant with clients such as UNDP, 
USAID, and Mercy Corps. 

Panelist  
Hardin Lang, Vice President for Programs and Policy, Refugees International 
Hardin Lang is vice president for programs and policy at Refugees International. A veteran 
of six United Nations peacekeeping and humanitarian field missions, Hardin has worked in 
Afghanistan, the Balkans, Central America, Gaza and the West Bank, Iraq, Haiti, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Myanmar, Tunisia, Turkey, and West Africa. During his UN tenure, Hardin helped 
launch the UN stabilization mission in Mali, served as head of office for the UN special 

envoy for Haiti, and worked on the UN mission in Afghanistan. In Iraq, he served as chief of staff for the 
International Organization for Migration’s humanitarian and stabilization mission and later as an adviser to the UN 
special representative in Baghdad.  

Panelist 
Shaza Elmahdi, Sudan Country Director, Country Director at the Center for 
International Private Enterprise (CIPE) 
Shaza Elmahdi is Sudan Country Director at CIPE based in Khartoum, Sudan. She works 
closely with partners representing the private sector, civil society, and government to 
implement CIPE’s strategy in Sudan, which includes policy and regulatory reforms, 
enhance anti-corruption initiatives, engage in public private dialogue, and improve 
democratic governance in Sudan. Prior to joining CIPE, Elmahdi worked as a Researcher 

at the Global Women Institute at George Washington University, collecting and analyzing data related to Gender-
Based Violence in the conflict zone including South Sudan, Democratic Republic of the Congo and Uganda.  

Panelist 
Farouq Habib, Deputy General Manager, White Helmets Assistance Program   



 

Respondent 
Don Chisholm, Director, Center for Conflict and Violence Prevention, USAID 
Don has worked in international development since 2000 and has been with USAID since 
2009. During his time with USAID, he has managed rule of law, human rights, crime 
prevention, civil society, and elections programs. Prior to joining USAID, he worked for 
USAID implementing partners in the rule of law field and for the State Department’s 
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs Bureau. In addition, Mr. Chisholm 

served as a Peace Corps volunteer and a US Army JAG officer, where he was a lead appellate defense attorney 
on a death penalty case. He has lived and worked in several countries in Latin America, as well as in Kosovo and 
Afghanistan. 

10:30 – 10:45 a.m.  
Ushahidi: The Power of Crowdsourcing     
Ushahidi helps communities turn information into action with an intuitive and accessible crowdsourcing and 
mapping tool., will share a flash presentation introducing participants to the ways the Ushahidi Platform enables 
the rapid collection, management and analysis of crowdsourced information needed to implement programs that 
have people at the center of governance and enable progress on key development objectives. 
 
Host 
Daniel Odongo, Director of Implementation, Ushahidi 
 
10:45 – 11 a.m.  
Break     
 
11 a.m. – noon  
The Impact of Corruption on Women and How They are Fighting Back 
Corruption remains a pervasive global threat to human rights and sustainable development, disproportionately 
affecting historically marginalized populations and exacerbating inequalities. Despite evidence of the strong 
linkages between corruption and gender inequality, anti-corruption policies and programs often fail to account for 
the differentiated experiences of women. In the face of rising authoritarianism, the global economic crisis and the 
destabilizing impacts of the pandemic, progress is being made, often led and inspired by women. These women 
are frontline human rights defenders, feminist activists and officials within governments and multilateral 
institutions. This panel discussion, co-hosted by Chemonics in partnership with Foreign Policy magazine as part 
of their annual Her Power Summit, brings together some of these women for a wide-ranging discussion on the 
impact of corruption on women and how they are fighting back. Please register for this event separately. 
 

Introduction 
Anna Slother, Executive Vice President, Chemonics International 
Anna Slother is a strategic and inclusive leader with 23 years of cross-
cutting experience in operations, program management, business 
development, human resource management, and institutional 
strengthening. As Executive Vice President, she oversees a diverse 
portfolio of $475 million in USAID-funded programs and serves on 

Chemonics’ Board of Directors. She has extensive experience leading crisis response teams, having supported 
efforts related to Ukraine, Afghanistan, and the global COVID-19 response; spearheading change management 
efforts, such as overseeing the five-year initiative to consolidate Chemonics’ corporate headquarters in 
Washington, D.C.; promoting work culture engagement by serving as the executive sponsor of ChemONYX, an 
employee resource group dedicated to cultivating Black leaders at Chemonics and within the international 
development sector; and structuring talent management programs to promote greater equity and inclusion. 

https://foreignpolicy.com/events/fp-her-power-2022/


 

Moderator  
Mariana Atencio, Journalist 
Mariana Atencio took the world by storm in 2017 when her TEDx talk “What makes YOU special?” went viral. It 
was one of the first major speeches to tackle the power of authenticity with a fresh perspective. As a former 
anchor at Univision and national correspondent at NBC News, she has traveled the world from Haiti to Hong 
Kong, the Syrian border and the U.S. southern border, to report from the front lines and give a voice to those who 
need it most. She was described by The Huffington Post as one of the “Top Young Voices in American 
Newsrooms;” made their ’40 under 40’ list, as well as AdWeek’s ‘Young Influentials’.  

Panelist 
Marcela Escobari, Assistant Administrator of USAID’s Bureau for 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
The Hon. Marcela Escobari served in the Obama-Biden Administration 
as Assistant Administrator of USAID’s Bureau for Latin America and the 
Caribbean where she reinforced U.S. support for Peace Colombia, 
established a long-term development plan for Haiti, and prepared a 
proactive strategy to confront the humanitarian and political crisis in 

Venezuela. Prior to serving in government, Escobari was Executive Director at the Center for International 
Development at Harvard University. As a senior fellow at Brookings, she created the Workforce of the Future 
initiative and applied international economic development models to map the industrial path of American cities 
and identify policies to help workers prosper in the face of evolving labor markets 

Panelist 
Claudia Escobar, Former magistrate of the Court of Appeals of 
Guatemala 
Claudia Escobar is a Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Schar 
School of Policy and Government at George Mason University. Due to 
threats and intimidation, Claudia relocated to the United States, where 
she works as the executive director of Be Just, an organization that 
promotes the rule of law by strengthening the institutions of the justice 

sector, supports anti-corruption initiatives, and respect for human rights. She spent the 2015–2016 academic year 
at Harvard University as a Scholar at Risk Fellow at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study. Escobar received 
the Democracy Award in 2017 for her commitment to fighting impunity and corruption 

Panelist 
Roberta Solis, Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officer, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC); Team Leader of the Judicial Integrity Component of the Global Programme on the 
Implementation of the Doha Declaration 
Roberta Solis joined the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime - UNODC in November 2016 to lead the 
Judicial Integrity component under the Doha Declaration Global Programme. Before joining UNODC, Roberta was 
a career Federal Attorney in the government of Brazil since 2005 and worked for eight years in Brazil’s Anti-
Corruption Agency, as Chief International Affairs Advisor. She was involved in various national and international 
activities, such as the negotiations of the Implementation Review Mechanism of the United Nations Convention 
against Corruption – UNCAC, and the creation of the Open Government Partnership – OGP. From 2012 to 2016, 
Roberta was the Chair of the Criteria and Standards Sub-Committee of the Open Government Partnership 

Noon – 1 p.m.   
Open Discussion and Closing Remarks  

https://www.ted.com/talks/mariana_atencio_what_makes_you_special?language=en
https://www.univision.com/noticias/especiales
https://www.adweek.com/tvnewser/fusions-mariana-atencio-joins-msnbc/303146/


 

The final session of the Forum is an opportunity for audience members to pose questions, make comments and 
offer suggestions to USAID and the Forum organizers on issues related to the Forum. USAID and the Forum 
Organizers will also offer closing thoughts on the Forum. 

Moderator 
Neil Levine, Certified Professional Coach and Consultant, Levine Strategies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Panelist 
Jennifer Lewis, Deputy, Programs, Anti-Corruption Task Force (ACTF), USAID 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Panelist 
Tomas Bridle, Senior Global Practice Lead, Democracy & Governance, Chemonics 
International 
 
 
 
 
 
Panelist 
Peter Vaz, Senior Local Governance Advisor, Chemonics International 
 
 

 

 

 

Panelist 
Lejla Kolenovic Ismail, Senior Specialist, Democracy & Governance, Chemonics 
International 
Lejla Kolenovic Ismail is a Senior Practice Specialist in Chemonics’ Democracy and 
Governance Practice. She specializes in anti-corruption, governance, and civil society 
programming and research. Lejla has more than 15 years of experience designing and 
implementing democracy and governance programs, primarily in the Western Balkans. 
Prior to joining Chemonics, she served as a Democracy and Governance Program 

Specialist at USAID Kosovo, as a Decentralization and Minority Rights Policy Officer in the Office of the EU 
Special Representative, and Refugee Outreach Officer for the United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in Kosovo. 



 

Panelist 
Rebecca Duke, Senior Associate, Democracy & Governance, Chemonics 
International 
Rebecca Duke is a senior practice associate in Chemonics’ democracy and governance 
practice. She specializes in rule of law and people-centered justice programs and research. 
Rebecca has a background in gender inclusion in governance and elections. She holds an 
M.A. in international security from the Josef Korbel School of International Studies and a 
B.A. in international studies and Spanish from Hanover College. 
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